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Solar: Borgelt's Bloodlight Strip: Figure &

Transforming
light into gold

VISUAL ART

Marion Borgelt: 360° .

Tumner Galleries. Admission free. Inguiries: (08)
9227 107 7 or tumergallenes.com.au. Until April 21.

HEN moving through Manon Borgeil's
w exhibition al the newly renovated Tormer

Galleries in Perth, it"s impossible ol 1o
imagine an alchemist transforming base materials into
precious  objects, There & enough reference Lo the
arcane, thie mysternous and the transformative to sttach
the alchemist lag io her numerous propects.

First there is her fascination with showing the proces
She turns the canvas inside oul as she shoes through Lhe
painted surface, twishing and turmng the stnps she
creates and pinning Lhem down (o reveal shimmering
new images of incandescent light. The Liguid Light
series uses Lhe opltic shifl of colowr and the moire effect
of the superimposed patterning of strips of canvas lo
sugpest an cthereal encounter with something beyvond
our expericnoe. In all Borgelt™s work there is this sonse
that we are ghimpsing a world bevond our own, whether
it be the arcane community of ancent scholars workmg
il manuscripts or the remnants of a collapsing
solar system

The extraordinary volumes presented in ber Cropliol-
ogist s Memoir are spread oul in long glass-coverned
cases resembling those found in a scholastic library, In
each ahe has carved inlo the surface of the opened pages
to inset 3 wax letter derved from anchaic languages or
a symbol from some previously unknown culture. In the
finished objects, the knowledge they contain is fonever
beviond our reach, the one symbol available to us i
indecipherable, el thore is a sense that we might be able
to understand them of only we were given the key

The hvpnotic grouping of blue-back pulsaling orbs
and oblongs in Nothing is Invisible also evokes another
world: one on the verge of extinction. The idea of a
constellation of black holes 15 the starting poinl for a
group of objects thal try (o make nothingness visibide
and, as 4 result, pose all sons of intrguwing questions
about art and the process of representation.

Borgelt brings together a number of different projects
in this exhibition, from her exquisitely unfolding
Bloodlight works to the crisp Lunar Arc and the
mesmenising  [one Lumina senes. Together they
sharpen inlo a forused exploration of the big questions
about existende, our place in the cosmaos and our luture

Ted Snell




